
EXTENSION OF MAT

shrubs shade sphagnum,
cycle nutrients

sedges and shrubs
grow outwards

sphagnum buries shrubs,
raises water table,
blocks nutrient cycling

ECOLOGICAL PROCESSES IN A SHORELINE BOG II

5 trees die

1 water-level
raised

2 inner mat floats4 outer mat is flooded 3 islands form

6 shrubs & fen plants invade

COMPETITIVE BALANCE

RESPONSE TO FLOODING

sphagnum and herbs
grow over shrubs
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